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The Prague trilogy: reviews 

 

The Coasts of Bohemia  

 

1. Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 1998) 

2. Foreign Affairs (Robert Levgold, Sept/Oct 1998) 

3. Choice (Nov 1998) 

4. New York Review of Books (R. J. W. Evans, "The Magic of Bohemia," October 21, 1999) 

5. Times Literary Supplement (Steven Beller, “The Shadow on the Pavement,” review essay, 1 

January 1999, lead review) 

6. New Republic (Tony Judt, “Freedom and Freedonia,” review essay, September 1998, reprinted 

in his When the Facts Change: Essays 1995-2010, London: Penguin, 2015, pp. 85-104) 

7. Vancouver Sun (Stan Persky) 

8. Nationalities Papers (Daniel Miller, Vol.27(2), pp. 343-345, 01/01/1999) 

9. Slavic Review (Robert Pynsent, Volume 58, Issue 1, Spring 1999, pp. 203 - 204) 

10. Habsburg H-net (Hugh Agnew, October 1999) 

11. University of Toronto Quarterly (Andrew Rossos, Vol. 69, #1, winter 1999-2000) 

12. Austrian History Yearbook (Volume 31, January 2000, pp. 180 - 181, T. Mills Kelly) 

13. Canadian Journal of History (Vol. 35, #1,  Apr 2000, 124-126, Mikuláš Teich). 

14. Jahrbücher für Geschichte Osteuropas (Neue Folge, Bd. 48, H. 3, 2000, pp. 469-470, Claire 

Nolte) 

15. Central European History (Vol. 33, No. 4, 2000, pp. 562-564, Ivan T. Berendt) 

16. East European Quarterly (R. William Weisberger, 2001) 

 

 

Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century 

 

1.  Publishers Weekly (28 January 2013) 

2.  Financial Times (Tony Barber, "Artistic capital, revived," 3 May 2013) 

—reposted on Czech Embassy London Facebook page 4 May 2013   

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/derek-sayer/the-coasts-of-bohemia/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/capsule-review/1998-09-01/coasts-bohemia-czech-history
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/1999/10/21/the-magic-of-bohemia/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/abs/derek-sayer-the-coasts-of-bohemia-a-czech-history-translations-by-alena-sayer-princeton-princeton-university-press-1998-xviii-413-pp-index-illustrations-us2995/9482F8A28C6E418239F3EA28F314F55A
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/slavic-review/article/abs/coasts-of-bohemia-a-czech-history-by-derek-sayer-trans-alena-sayer-princeton-princeton-university-press-1998-xvii-442-pp-notes-bibliography-index-illustrations-photographs-maps-2995-hard-bound/29296A64B94B42686198A4ABB8373761
https://networks.h-net.org/node/19384/reviews/19693/agnew-sayer-coasts-bohemia-czech-history
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/50/article/516641/pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/austrian-history-yearbook/article/abs/derek-sayer-the-coasts-of-bohemia-a-czech-history-princeton-nj-princeton-university-press-1998-pp-442-illus-maps-2995-2195/1048A4A7421A2823C36E5264BD20529F
https://utppublishing.com/doi/10.3138/cjh.35.1.124
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41050622
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4547014
http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-691-04380-7
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/06fba5e0-aeb2-11e2-bdfd-00144feabdc0.html#axzz2Yvn3NvxV
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Embassy-Czech-London/147060568717255
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—reposted on Journalisted, 3 May 2013 

—reposted on EuroNewsCloud.com, 3 May 2013 

—reposted on Media Dragon, 5 May 2013  

3.  Times Higher Education (Marta Filipová, "Dark pieces in a Modernist puzzle," 30 May 

2013) 

—reposted on Aboutmyprague, 28 May 2013 

4.  ForeWord Reviews (Karen Ackland, 31 May 2013) 

5.  Australian (Nicolas Rothwell, "At the crossroads in Prague," 15 June 2013) 

—reposted on Tugendhat Villa page of World Warisan: News of UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites 14 June 2013.  

6.  Library Journal  (Kelsey Berry Philpott, 15 June 2013) 

7.  Booklist  (Brendan Driscoll, 18 June 2013) 

8.  Northern Review of Books (Jim Burns, June 2013) 

9.  Reference & Research Book News (June 2013) 

10.   Leonardo (Jan Baetens, 1 July 2013) 

—excerpted at Quantitative Risk Management 15 July 2013   

11.  Architectural Review (Andrew Mead, "Bohemian rhapsody," 12 July 2013, pp. 103-4) 

—reposted on American Planning Association Daily Planning News 13 August 2013 

12.  deReactor.org: platform voor literair kritiek (Jan Baetens/Arnoud van Andrichem, 19 July 

2013) 

13.  Debatte: Journal of Contemporary Central and Eastern Europe (Michael Lowy, Vol. 21, 

issue 1, 2013, pp. 117-20, posted online 30 September 2013) 

14.  New Eastern Europe  (Zlata Kopřívová, "The surrealist spirit of Prague," issue 4, 2013, pp. 

188-91) 

15.  Choice  (P. W. Knoll, 13 October 2013 vol. 51 no. 02) 

16.  Quarterly Review (Stoddard Martin, "La Bohême.  Stoddard Martin visits Prague by proxy," 

posted 1 November 2013) 

17.  Čechoaustralan (Miloš Ondrášek, "Na křížovatce," Autumn/Winter 2013, p. 5) 

18.  The Enlightened Economist: Economics and Business Books (Diane Coyle, "Lifting the 

iron curtain of the mind," December 19, 2013) 

19.  Diplomat & International Canada (George Fetherling, "Nitty-gritty Cities," 5 January 

http://journalisted.com/article/5sec6
http://euronewscloud.com/tag/derek-sayer/
http://amediadragon.blogspot.co.uk/2013/05/artistic-capital-revived-praha-aka.html
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/books/prague-capital-of-the-twentieth-century-a-surrealist-history-by-derek-sayer/2004134.article
http://aboutmyprague.com/node?page=2
https://www.forewordreviews.com/reviews/prague-capital-of-the-twentieth-century/
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/arts/review/at-the-crossroads/story-fn9n8gph-1226663234547
http://www.worldwarisan.net/home/tugendhat-villa-in-brno
http://www.worldwarisan.net/home/tugendhat-villa-in-brno
http://bookverdict.com/details.xqy?uri=Product2013-06-15-7812481.xml
http://www.booklistonline.com/Prague-Capital-of-the-Twentieth-Century-A-Surrealist-History-Derek-Sayer/pid=6152060
http://www.pennilesspress.co.uk/NRB/prague.htm
http://www.booknews.com/
http://leonardo.info/reviews/july2013/sayer-baetens.php
http://quantitativeriskmanagement.wordpress.com/2013/07/15/five-pillars-of-quantitative-risk-management/
http://www.architectural-review.com/reviews/bohemian-rhapsody/8650002.article?blocktitle=Featured-Review&contentID=8008
http://www.planning.org/news/daily/story.htm?story_id=188819287
http://www.dereactor.org/home/detail/praag_revisited/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0965156X.2013.836857?journalCode=cdeb20#.Ung8haXwBjE
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/sites/default/files/PDF42013.pdf
https://research.lancaster-university.uk/en/clippings/review-of-prague-capital-of-the-twentieth-century-choice/
http://www.quarterly-review.org/?p=2027
http://www.cechoaustralan.com/cechoaustralan-leto-zima-2013.pdf
http://www.enlightenmenteconomics.com/blog/
http://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/nitty-gritty-cities/


 3 

2014) 

20.  Times Literary Supplement (Marci Shore, "Surreal love in Prague," 8 January 2014 [10 

January print edition], lead review) 

—The Institute for Human Sciences (IWM), Vienna reposts TLS review in the "Read, 

Listen and Watch" section of their website (9 January 2014) 

—Inagist reports TLS review, with links to full text (9 January 2014) 

—3 Quarks Daily (9 January 2014) has excerpt from TLS review and link under title 

"Surreal Love in Prague" 

—American Conservative Magazine (11 January 2014) lists the TLS review in its "Of 

Note" section 

—Silobreaker reposts American Conservative Magazine post with link to full TLS text 

(11 January 2014) 

21.   Gorse (Esther Galfalvi, 5 March 2014) 

22.  American Historical Review (Claire Nolte, Vol. 119, Issue 2, April 2014, pp. 635-6) 

23.  Austrian History Yearbook (Chad Bryant, No. 45, 2014, pp. 272-3, published on-line 20 

April 2014) 

24.  Critique d'art (Jérôme Duwa, «Derek Sayer, Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A 

Surrealist History»)  

25.  Austrian Studies Newsmagazine (Andrea Orzoff, "A Resolutely Non-linear History," Vol. 

26, No. 1, Spring 2014, pp. 16, 19) 

26.  Slavic Review (Thomas Ort, Vol. 73, No. 2, 2014, 378-381) 

27.  European Review of History/Revue Européenne d'histoire (Andrea Talabér, Volume 21, 

2014 - Issue 6, pp. 933-5, published online 1 April 2014) 

28.  Social History (39:2, 2014, pp. 292-293, Claire Morelon) 

29.  Lidové noviny ("Když Praha byla metropolí Evropy," Pavel Kolář, weekend supplement 

Orientace, 28(X), 29 November 2014) 

30.  Umění/Art (Vol. lxii, No. 5, 2014, pp. 576-8, Lenka Bydžovska) 

 —English translation in CEE New Perspectives blog, 11 January 2016 

31.  Canadian Slavonic Papers (Volume 56 • Nos. 3-4 • Sept.-Dec. / septembre-décembre 2014, 

363-5, Veronika Ambros) 

32.  Habsburg (H-net) (Jakub Beneš, March 2015) 

http://www.the-tls.co.uk/tls/public/article1360300.ece
http://www.iwm.at/read-listen-watch/
http://inagist.com/all/420970150808911873/
http://www.3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2014/01/surreal-love-in-prague.html
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/?769ec508
http://news.silobreaker.com/surreal-love-in-prague-5_2267658132169687143
http://gorse.ie/prague-capital-of-the-twentieth-century/
http://ahr.oxfordjournals.org/content/119/2.toc#ReviewsofBooksEuropeEarlyModernandModern
https://networks.h-net.org/system/files/contributed-files/tocaustrianhistoryyearbookvolume45.pdf
http://critiquedart.revues.org/13289
http://www.cas.umn.edu/assets/doc/ASNspring2014-web.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5612/slavicreview.73.2.378
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13507486.2014.892719
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03071022.2014.896552
http://ceenewperspectives.iir.cz/2016/01/11/prague-capital-of-the-twentieth-century-a-surrealist-history/
https://www.ualberta.ca/~csp/CurrentIssue.html
https://networks.h-net.org/node/19384/reviews/65480/benes-sayer-prague-capital-twentieth-century-surrealist-history
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33.   Canadian-American Slavic Studies (Alfred Thomas, Volume 50, Issue 1, pages 104-107, 

2016)  

34.  Journal of Modern History (Mark Cornwall, Vol. 88, No. 3, September 2016) 

35.  Central Europe (Peter Bugge, Vol. 13, issue 1-2, April 2016) 

36.  Kunstform (Pavel Kolar, Vol. 17, No. 5, 2016) 

37.  Contemporary European History (James M. Robertson, 25: 1, February 2016, 177-89.  

Review essay of Prague and 3 other books) 

38.  Yomiuri Shimbun (28 December 2018).   

39.  Tosho-shimbun (the reviewer's paper), (email from Kenichi Abe, translator of the Japanese 

edition, 21 January 2019). 

40.  Asahi-Shimbun, ("The City of Kafka and Čapek," 6 November 2018.  Saturday book side 

page)   

41.  All-Reviews, 2019/03/06.  Shigeru Kashima   

42.  Repre 35, 2019.  Haraka Kawakami   

43.  Mainichi Shimbun, 27 January 2019.  Shigeru Kashima.  Review.  (Same as All-Reviews 

one?  Listed on Hakusuisha page). 

44. Magazin OKO, Meziřádky Zdenko Pavelky, 25.5.2021.  (Zdenko Pavelka.  Saturday Radio 

Vltava broadcast, review in weekend magazine)    

45.  Deník N, 3 June 2021.  (Jan Lukavec, "Surrealistická setkávání v modernistické metropoli. 

Vyšla další monografie magické Prahy") 

46.  ArtReview, ("Vynikající kniha nejen o Praze a českém surrealismu," Radan Wagner, 12 June 

2021)   

47.  Právo, 1 July 2021, Café section, p. 18.  (Petr Zídek, "Kniha o českém surrealismu aneb 

monografie světové Prahy") 

48.  iLiterature.cz (Elizaveta Getta, “Město surrealistických snů,” 1 August 2021) 

49.  Historická Sociologie, (Lucy Brown), Vol 14 No 1 (2022), 173–174  

50.   Soudobé dějiny / CJCH 2023, 30(1), pp. 223-233 (Veronika Košnartová.  „Hadrář“ Prahy 

dvacátého století? Kulturní dějiny jako postmoderní freska/A “Ragman” of Prague of the 

Twentieth Century? Cultural History as a Postmodern Fresco) 

 

Other press mentions: 

http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/10.1163/22102396-05001014
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/687465
http://www.sehepunkte.de/2016/05/28763.html
http://search.proquest.com.login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/docview/1756043745/fulltext/BF04D2781F464C44PQ/11?accountid=14474
https://www.yomiuri.co.jp/life/book/review/20181203-OYT8T50013.html
https://book.asahi.com/article/11927954
https://allreviews.jp/review/2918?fbclid=IwAR1G7dd9XBJW_CJDuAjIvAUt8YDkNaZd1QeJqRUPlPztfYRDJvs732bwx_8
https://www.repre.org/repre/vol35/books/translation/kawakami/
https://www.hakusuisha.co.jp/book/b372481.html
https://www.kosmas.cz/oko/recenze/602269/meziradky-zdenko-pavelky/
https://denikn.cz/639191/surrealisticka-setkavani-v-modernisticke-metropoli-vysla-dalsi-monografie-magicke-prahy/
https://artrevue.cz/vynikajici-kniha-nejen-o-praze-a-ceskem-surrealismu/
https://www.pravo.cz/
https://www.iliteratura.cz/clanek/44603-sayer-derek-praha
https://doi.org/10.14712/23363525.2022.11
https://sd.usd.cas.cz/magno/sod/2023/mn1.php
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1.   Art Daily (March 15, 2013) 

—reposted on European Graduate School Facebook page 15 March 2013 

—reposted on Simon Fraser University Institute for the Humanities Facebook page,  15 

March 2013 

—reposted on Nick Socrates Contemporary Art 16 March 2013 

—reposted on Delirium Clemens: Ruthner's Global Austria: Central European 

Cultural Analysis 18 March 2013 

—reposted on gg.art.com, Art News, 21 March 2013 

—reposted on Realtime News: India as it Happens 26 March 2013 

—reposted on regator  (March 2013) 

—reposted on Trinity College Dublin MA in European Studies Facebook page, 30 

March 2013  

2.  Modernism/Modernity, vol. 20, #2, April 2013, pp. 423-425   

3.  Chronicle of Higher Education (12 April 2013, "The Chronicle Review," p. B18) 

4.  Belfast Telegraph (Michael Conaghan, “7 books you should own,” 4 May 2013, main paper, 

pp. 28-29)  

5.  Financial Times  (Summer Books Guide, 28 June 2013)  

—reposted on Campaign for the Michigan Reader blog 29 July 2013, Campaign for the 

California Reader, Campaign for the Ohio Reader, and Campaign for the Texas 

Reader 

6.  Dublin Review of Books (Issue 38, 1 July 2013) 

7.  Financial Times Books of the Year (posted on-line November 29, 2013; in FT Weekend, Arts 

+ Life section, Nov. 30 print ed.) 

—reposted on http://www.mahbubani.net/Book Review/Books of the Year - FT.pdf, 30 

November 2013. 

—reposted under headline ""BOOKS OF THE YEAR: History and Politics, on Business 

Day Live (South Africa), Life and Books section, 12 December 2013 

—reposted on http://static.pulso.cl/20131219/1870948.pdf, 19 December 2013 

8.  Česká televize, Kultura section of website, reports FT listing under headline "Financial Times 

http://www.artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_new=61321#.UeFYEhaOyl4
http://www.facebook.com/pages/European-Graduate-School/21038112178?ref=stream
https://www.facebook.com/SFUHumanitiesInstitute/posts/138241586351422
http://nicksocrates.com/?m=20130316
http://delirium-clemens.net/2013/03/18/prague-capital-of-the-20th-century
http://delirium-clemens.net/2013/03/18/prague-capital-of-the-20th-century
http://zhbw.cn/news/newsread/artnews120407.html
http://realtime.rediff.com/news
https://regator.com/p/259656201/prague_of_the_twentieth_century_-_a/
https://www.facebook.com/TCD.Eurostuds.MPhil/timeline?filter=3
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/modernism-modernity/toc/mod.20.2.html
http://chronicle.texterity.com/chronicle/20130412b/?pg=18#pg18
http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-34605422.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/b995a37e-df5c-11e2-881f-00144feab7de.html#axzz2Yvn3NvxV
http://cftmir.blogspot.co.uk/2013/07/summer-books-recommendation-capital-of.html
http://cftcar.blogspot.co.uk/2013/07/summer-books-recommendation-capital-of.html
http://cftcar.blogspot.co.uk/2013/07/summer-books-recommendation-capital-of.html
http://cftohr.blogspot.co.uk/2013/07/summer-books-recommendation-capital-of.html
http://cfttxr.blogspot.co.uk/2013/07/summer-books-recommendation-capital-of.html
http://cfttxr.blogspot.co.uk/2013/07/summer-books-recommendation-capital-of.html
http://www.drb.ie/new-books/prague-capital-of-the-twentieth-century-a-surrealist-history
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/f60b681e-529f-11e3-8586-00144feabdc0.html#axzz2mAt16eJd
http://www.mahbubani.net/Book%20Review/Books%20of%20the%20Year%20-%20FT.pdf
http://www.bdlive.co.za/life/books/2013/12/11/books-of-the-year-2013-history-and-politics
http://www.bdlive.co.za/life/books/2013/12/11/books-of-the-year-2013-history-and-politics
http://static.pulso.cl/20131219/1870948.pdf
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz:8001/ct24/kultura/253069-financial-times-doporucuje-praha-hlavni-mesto-dvacateho-stoleti/
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doporučuje: Praha, hlavní město dvacátého století" 

—reprinted on IHNED.cz, 3 December 2013 with comment: "Kniha o českém 

surrealismu patří podle Financial Times mezi nejlepší letošní publikace.  České výtvarné 

umění, design, architekturu, literaturu a hudbu v období 1918 až 1945 zpracoval profesor 

historie kultury Derek Sayer ve své knize Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A 

Surrealist History. Za ni si vysloužil ocenění prestižního deníku Financial Times" 

—latter reprinted on surrealist.sk, wn.com and právě dnes on 3 December 2013  

9.   Aktuálně.cz reports FT listing under headline "Financial Times doporučují dějiny pražských 

surrealistů" (4 December 2013) 

10.  iDnes, Kultura, Literatura section, 24 December 2013, "Dějiny surrealistické Prahy jsou 

jednou z knih roku Financial Times" 

11.  Portál české literatury/Czech Literature Portal, 24 December 2013   

12.  Czech Literature Portal (5 January 2014).  Separate entry from preceding: "FT praises 

Sayer's book on Prague avant-garde"  

13.  Award of F. X. Šalda prize, including honorable mention for Prague, Capital of the 

Twentieth Century, was reported on the following Czech sites: 

 — artalk.cz, 12 June 2014 

 — Blesk [daily newspaper], 17 June 2014  

 — Týden.cz [weekly magazine], 17 June 2014 

14.  Fear of a Square Planet #12.  Virtual Memories Show, May 8, 2017, Gil Roth.  Podcast  

15.  iLiteratura.cz, 19 June 2021   

16.  "Book of the Week" on alian.info, weekly #156 

 

Postcards from Absurdistan 

 

1.  Library Journal starred review (David Keymer , Sep 01, 2022) 

2.  Foreword Reviews (Meg Nola, Nov/Dec 2022) 

3.  Publishers Weekly 

4.  Dublin Review of Books (Alena Dvořáková, "Bohemian Encounters," Feb 2023) 

5.  Common Knowledge (R.J.W. Evans, Vol. 30, #3, Sept 2024) 

6.  CEU Review of Books (Felic Jeschke, Nov 2024, "The Last Postcard from Prague") 

http://art.ihned.cz/knihy/c1-61380620-financial-times-ocenily-knihu-o-surrealismu
http://surrealist.sk/
http://article.wn.com/view/2013/12/03/Kniha_o_eeskem_surrealismu_patoi_podle_Financial_Times_mezi__a/
http://pravednes.cz/SayerDerek.profil
http://zpravy.aktualne.cz/domaci/kultura/financial-times-doporucuji-dejiny-prazskych-surrealistu/r~a86aa8da5cbe11e38a090025900fea04/
http://kultura.idnes.cz/ceska-avantgarda-v-zebricku-financial-times-fe3-/literatura.aspx?c=A131203_094229_literatura_ob
http://www.czechlit.cz/nove-knihy/prague-capital-of-the-twentieth-century/
http://www.czechlit.cz/en/news2/ft-praises-sayer-s-book-on-prague-avant-garde/
http://www.artalk.cz/2014/06/12/martina-pachmanova-si-prevezme-cenu-f-x-saldy/
http://www.blesk.cz/clanek/live-kultura/257663/cenu-f-x-saldy-dostane-historicka-umeni-pachmanova.html
http://www.tyden.cz/rubriky/kultura/literatura/cenu-f-x-saldy-2013-ziska-historicka-umeni-pachmanova_310305.html#.U_yV2xZaRst
http://fearofasquareplanet.com/fear-of-a-square-planet-12/
http://www.iliteratura.cz/Clanek/44483/cteni-na-le769to-2021
https://alian.info/weekly-156/
https://www.libraryjournal.com/review/postcards-from-absurdistan-prague-at-the-end-of-history-2153127
https://www.forewordreviews.com/reviews/postcards-from-absurdistan/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780691185453
https://drb.ie/articles/bohemian-encounters/
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/4/article/957721
https://ceureviewofbooks.com/review/the-last-postcard-from-prague/
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7.  Transitions (Michael Stein, 4 Nov 2024) 

8.  Journal of Modern History (Rudolf Kučera, Vol. 97, #2, June 2025) 

9.  Česká literatura/Czech Literature (Vol 73, issue 5, pp. 650–653, 2025.  Františka 

Schormová,  "Prague, postcards, palimpsests: Derek Sayer's Czech histories") 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tol.org/client/article/the-unsummoned-convention-of-genius.html
https://ceureviewofbooks.com/review/the-last-postcard-from-prague/
https://asjournals.lib.cas.cz/ceskaliteratura/article/uuid:01d9388e-85cc-4cca-b37d-f91775e543cb/pdf?lang=en
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