


SCHIZOPHRENIA,
ls tT A soruTloN?

the pages of psychiatry, literature, philosophy.
It emancipation is an idea that firstly beloncfs
to those who forge chains, it isn't a facetiois
question we pose: ls schizophrenia a solution?

VANESSA PLACE
The solution is schizophelia, an American invention, but one which has

. Schizophelia, pace a, seeks

l;3l3Hv*i;i:iU,1 i?T::
enation, as well as the harmoni

the two Through schizoph la, rigorously applied, we may, tempered and
trimmed, weather our way rough.

ALAN SONDHEIM



enlarging surplus-value extraction. "lrrationality" is not opposed to capital

- it is the very mystical dimenslon of the modern accumulation of capital,
It is, in short, itself an intensified articulation of alienation, Could this
intensifcation bring about the undoing of alienation and other ideological
motifs of capitalism? lvery much doubt it A negation of the negation will
come about when a real, new, singular sub.ject, a sub,ject loyal to truths -
yes! - expropriates the expropriators lt is (still) called the proletariat And
it will have to be calm, brave, patient, (boringly, if you like) sane, and not
schizophrenic,

DEREK SAYER
"ln a world beset by alienation .l' I am not sure that "alienation" is an
especially useful concept for comprehending the human condition at the
beginning of the 21st century. Andr6 Breton grasped why in his response
to the questionnaire on suicide in the first issue of La Rdvolution Surrdaliste
in 1924. "Suicide is a poorly made word: what kills is not identical to what
is killedl' The human subject never was and will never be identical with its

conscious (imagined) self
The paradigm for alienation is Karl Marx's analysis of commodity

fetishism in Copital, in which just as in 'the mist-enveloped regions of the
religious world. the productions of the human brain appear as independent
beings endowed with life, and entering into relation both with one another
and the human race, so it is in the world of commodities with the products
of men's hands.' "Men become alienated/ Marx argues, "because their
own relations of production assume a material shape which is independent
of their control and their conscious individual actionl

Capitalwas published in 1867 Before the internal combustion engine,
the airplane, radio, film, T! space flight, Dolly the sheep, the internet, global
warming, Uber; hedge funds, Beyonce and Bitcoin Before the Somme,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Holocaust, and Year 1 in Cambodia Before
the Five Year Plans and the Moscow trials, and long before 9-11 brought
an end to the end of history and the White House metamorphosed into a

larger-than-life reality TV show.
Before Freud discovered the unconscious, before Saussure distinguished

signifer and signifed, before Derrida realized that between signifer and
signif ed there always lies the inf nite play of dlffdrance, forever subverting
any correspondence between the real and its representations Before
anthropologists, feminists, post-structuralists, post-colonialists and the
other intellectual renegades of western civilization thoroughly relativized
"reason" and unmasked it as an artifact of power.

Before Kafka, Joyce, or Borges Before Picassos Demoiselles d'Avignon,
Duchamp's Fountain, and Magritte's Treachery of lmages and The Human
Condition. Before Dada challenged "the foundations of the civilization
responsible for the [1914-18] war.. speech, syntax, logic, literature, painting
and so on' (Max Ernst). Before the surrealists undertook to hxpress -
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verbally, by means of the wrltten word, or in any other manner - the actual
'functioning of thought . in the absence of any control exercised by reason,
exempt from any aesthetic or moral concern" (Andr6 Breton)

The 'religious reflex of the real world can .. only finally vanishi' Marx
concludes, 'when the practical relations of everyday life offer to man
none but perfectly intelligible and reasonabLe relations with regard to his

,fellowmen and to nature.' Marx's "man' is assumed to be an inherently
lrational creature inhabiting a world that is knowable and therefore (within
the limits of the laws of nature) amenable to his control Behind the concept
of alienation lies the Enlightenment fantasy of the Cartesian subject - the
sovereign rational consciousness, lord and master of all he surveys.

It is above all the existence of thls subject that has been repeatedly
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'lt is not a question of knowing whether I speak of myself in a way that
conforms to what I ami'Jacques Lacan once wrote, "but rather of knowing
whether I am the same as that of which I speakl' Alienation, if we still wish

lf we are still to speak of emancipation, we need to ask of what. Certainly
we need to be suspicious of those whom the Paris and Prague surrealist
groups derided in their "Prague Platform" of 1968 as 'the demented
imbeciles of progressl' At the beginning of the 21st century, Marx's dreams
of a fetish-free world appear notjust as jejune but sinister. We have been
down leads. Just as for the original
surrea "means of expressioni' so, it
might perhaps the only way - of
living solution, on the other hand,
is another matter

ANDREW HODGSON
such a statement i

ion and answer in an
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i,KAREL PIORECKV
schizophrenia is a disease often a deadly one. To call it a solution, even
metaphorically, seems cynical to me. lf however it is understood as an

vt made to emancipate reason in an era of collective madness, l,m
for it. As long as today. reason is a disease, l,m all for spreading this
tagron. ln poerry as well lrrationality will always have a place within us
need to rush out to meet it.
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