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Machines that can substitute for humans-notes on the boundades of hummity

HBO's lneshaoild, znd Tima, the heartbreaking hetoine of Rintaro's 2001 Rl1n

Metropolit, all of whom are indistinguishable in 
^PPe 

f rlce from human beings.

C.p.k .r.^t., some sly humor when Helena Glory, an undercover activist for

the League of Humaniry who has come to Rossum's f^ctory to free the robots,

fefuses 1o believe that the secretary Sulla, who has beautiful hair and knows

four languages, can possibly be one. "Sulla, you Ne ayo:ung voman iust Iike

me, arenrt you? Tell me you are!"1 But RU.R also gave name and shape to a

fear that has haunted modernity from its beginnings. lYikipedia deftnes robotict

as rrrhe interdisciplinary branch of engioeering and science that ... deals with

the design, construction, operation, and use of .,. machines tbat can rilbstitilte Jlr
bumans.tf2lsaac Asimov was unav/are that he was creating a neologism when he

was the first to use the word 'rrobotics" in print in a short story published in

May 7947, He was sute it already existed'

RU.B- was not the first Lterary work to fantasize the creations of modern

science and technology turning against their makers. That honor probably

belongs to Mary Shelley's novel Frankenstein; or, Tbe Modem Prometbeas, which

*". poblirh.d anon)rmously in 1818. The subtide should be noted. victor
Frankenstein's moflster was a rougher beast than Karel Capekts robots Ptimus

and Helena-who fall for each other at the end of the play, redeeming a

doomed humanity by becoming the new Adam and Eve-but there is mofe to

Franken$eir than a B-movie horror story. Shelley began her novel in 7876 at

the age of eighteen, when she spent a rainy summer on the shore of Lake

Geneva with her lover (and later husband) Percy Bysshe shelley, their infant

son W'illiam, the poet Lotd Byron, and John lflilliam Polidori, a wdter and

physician who is credited with publishing the first vampire story, "The

Vampyre," in 1819. William Blake's dark Satanic mills were by then casting

their long shadows ovef England's green and pleasant land, and the Shelleys

moved in circles that were determined to build the New Jerusalem. Mary was

the daughter of the political philosopher rJ7illiam Godwin and the feminist

icon Mary 'Wollstonecrafg the author of A Vindication of the Ngbts of lYonen

(1792). Percy would soon gain notoriety with "The Mask of Anarchy," a poetic

call to arms in response to the Petetloo massacre of 1819, when cavalry drew

their sabres and charged a crowd of 60-80,000 people demonstrating for

electoral reform at St Peter's Fields in Manchestet, killing fifteen Pfotestofs
and injuring hundreds more. Many yeafs latef Leigh Hunt inttoduced Mary to

Apollo nibe Bhe-stockingRoek (1837), an elegant satire celebrating England's

abundance of female writets, as "Shelley, fourfamtd,-for her parents, her

lotd, / And the Poor lone impossible monster abhort'd / So sleek and so

(Rotttm't tJniwrcal Robott), in Petcr Kussi (cd'), Totaard tbe Radieal

Rralar, North Hrvcn, CT: Crtbitd Prees, 1990, p. 43.

'rRobotica," lhikipcdia,rt httpr://cn.wiklpcdlr.org/wiki/Robotics (all websites cited

lo thir prpcr 4cceued rt 16 Fcbrurry 2017 unlerl othcnvirc notcd),

I

lREt{'lfir+t,rRfi \t

:nrlling she came, people starcd f To think such fair clay should, so da*ly
htve dercd;-r' r

Bo drrkly indeed. Frankenstein was written in the aftermath of the epidemic of
IiBchlnc-breaking that broke out in Nottingham in November 1811 and
lprecd likc wildfire through the industdal districts of Yotkshire and Lancashire
beforc being brutally suppressed. "Luddite" has nowadays become a byword
for mindless resistance to technological progtess, but the movementrg
de fenders then and since have pointed out that matters v/ere more
complicated than that. The odginal Luddites were handloom weavers, whosc
€tlme was to attack the mechanical means used by their employers to replacc

them with unapprenticed, unskilled, low-wage laborers, leaving the artisans rrin

ceRlequence ,.. to starve" in an economy that was akeady depressed by the
endlege Napoleonic Wars. "The work thus executed," according to Lord
Byron, "was inferiot in quality, not marketable at home, and merely hurried
ovcr with a view to exportation. It was called, in the cant of the ttade, by thc
ntmc of Spider-work." Fout years before he met Mary Shelley, Byton had
ipoken passionately in his maiden speech to the House of Lords against the
Nottingham Frame-Bteaking Bill, which made the destuction of machinery a

ctpitnl crime. "Is thete not blood enough upon your penal code!" he
rlemsnelcd of their lordships. "Will you erect a gibbet in every field, and hang
up mcn like scarescrows?"

ilThc perseverance of these miserable men in their ptoceedings," Byron went
on, rrtcnds to prove that nothing but absolute want could have dtiven a largc
snrl once honest and industrious body of the people into the commission of
€xecotrcs so hazardous to themselves, theit famiJies, and the community." His
lnlceHm is vicious:

'fhc rejected workmen, in the blindness of their ignorance, instead of
rcioicing at these improvements in arts so beneficial to mankind,
conceived themselves to be sacrificed to improvements in mechanism. In
thc foolishness of theit heats, they imagined that the maintenance and
wcll doing of the industrious poor, were obiects of gteater consequencc
than the enrichment of a few individuals by any improvement in the
implements of trade which threw the workmen out of employment, and
rendered the labourer unwordey of his hire.a

| ,eigh Hunt, "The Blue-Stocking Revels. Or, The Feast of the Violets." Canto 3. At
h ttpsl/ /www.poetrynook.com/poem/blue-stocking-revels-or-feast-violets-canto-3
Ilarulhction oJthe Life of L,ord Byor, London: Chades Knight, 7824.The manusctipt of
thc speech is given in full on pp. 205-18.
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The world we have lost

And so Sally can wait, she knows it's too late
As we're walking on by
Her soul slides away, but don't look back in anget
I heatd You saY 

-oasis
Two hundred years to the month aftet Mary Shelley Put Pen to papet that
damp Swiss sumrnet, the Luddites seemingly rose from the dead. British
voters went to the polls in a refetendrun on 23 Jvre 2076 to decide whether
the United Kingdom should remain in ot leave the European Union. Against
the overwhelming weight of establishment opinion-among othets, the UK
govetnment, most maiot political parties (the Tories were officially neutal),
big industry, trade unions, univetsities, professional associations, writets,
creative atists, broadsheet newspapers, a taft of celebrities from Lily Allen to
Idris Elba, and all twenty football clubs in the Premier League-the public
thumbed its nose at the great and the good and voted narrowly (52-48%) 1n

favor of Brexit. On the other side of the Adantic Donald Trump pulled off an

even bigger upset a few months later when he was elected Ptesident of the

United States. Just how inconceivable tbat ptospect had been is indicated by

the fact that only twenty daily newspapers (of which iust two had circulations
above 100,000) had endotsed Trump's candidacy, wble 243 supported Hillary
Clinton. The Tuka Vorld and the Dallas Moning Neu endorsed a Democrat for
the first time since F. D. Roosevelt; the Cincinruti Inqilnr and Colanbas Dispatch

endorsed a Democrat for the first time since W'oodrow S?'ilson; and the Palm
Beach Desert Sun, the Ariqoru Repttblic, and the San Diego Udon Tribune

endorsed a Democtat for the ftst time in their respective 90-yeat,726-year,
and 148-year histories.

Speaking to his iubilant followets at 4.00 a.m. on the morning aftet the
refetendum, UKIP leader Nigel Farage hailed the outcome as "a victory fot
real people, a victory for ordinary people, a victory for decent Peopletr against

"the multinationals ... the big merchant banks ... big politics ... lies, corruption
and deceit."s Theresa May, who was the principal beneficiary of the ensuing

Tory bloodbath, swifdy fumped the good ship Remain and reinvented herself

^s 
uox popali. Surfiig the populist rrave at the 2076 Conservative Party

conference, she attacked "the way a lot of politicians and commentators ... find
your patriotism distastefirl, your concerns about immigration parochial, your
views about crime illiberal." She assured delegates of her sympathy for "those
people who lost their job, who stayed in work but on rcduced hours, took a

pay cut as household bills rocketed, of-and I know a lot of people don't like

5 "EU rcfcrcndum: Nigcl Faregeto 4rm vlctoty rpceeh-the tcxt in full,rr Independent,23

June 2016, at http://wrw.indcpcndent,eo,uk/nevt/uk/politics/eu-refetendum-
nigel-faregc-4am-victory-rpeeeh-the-text.ln-full-r7099 1 56,html

Ifrct{1fr{I,'l({It\t

ghis-sems6ne who finds themselves out of work ot on lowet waggi
lou+kilhd imnigration." She made sure to remind her audience that it is

not only ethnic minorities who suffer injustice, because "IYhite working class boy
ruC lcea likely to go to university than any othet goup in society.t'6 Latef shc
uicd thc Prime Minister's annual speech to the Lord Mayor of Londonrs
brnquct to highlight "the tensions and differences between those who arc

Pethrpc more sulptisingly @ut perhaps not, given its historic bromance with
the working class), the left bought into this nartaive, too. Fot the veterao
ermpnlgning ioutnalist John Pilger, the Btexit vote s/as overdue revenge onItn lntufferably patrician class for whom meropoJitan London is the Ukted
Klngdom, Its leading members see themselves as liberal, enlightened,
gultlvrtcd tribunes of the 21st cenrury zeitgeist, even 'cool.' SThat they rcally
t!€ lE 0 bourgeoisie with insatiable consumerist tastes and ancient instincts of
fhelr own superiority."8 "People who did not feel they had been heard have
not luit spoken," wrote the distinguished iournalist Gary Younge the moming
rfteg thc rcfetendum in the Grardian; "grven a one-off chance to tell the wodJ
vhrt thcy think of how they ate governed they have scteamed a piercing cry of
rtlenetlon and desperation."e "In this Brexit vote, the poor turned on an elite
vhcr lgrrorcd them," agreed Ian Jack, formet editor of Tbe IndEendent or SmdE
l,nd Gmnla magazine, wdting in the same newspaper the next day.lo 11o*
dmer ehangel The Gurdian was founded (as the Mancbefter Gaardiar) n 1821
rtter thc police closed down the more radical Manchester Obseruer, which was
€affbllahed in response to the Petetloo massacre. Back in the day the wotking-

r ttThcrena May's confetence speech io fi:11," Dai! Tetegrapb,lS August 2076, at
httPr//www.telegraph.co.uk/ nevrs/2016/ 10/05/theresa-mays-conference-speech-
ln"full/, My emphases.

t "JfM npccch to the Lord Mayor's Banquet: 14 November 201.6," at
h ttpe : / /www.gov.uk/govetnment/speeches/pm-speech-to-theJord-mayors-
blnc;uct- 1 4-november-201 6

r rJrrhn Pilger: Why the British Said No to Europe," Telesur,25 June 201.6, at
httpr//www.telesurtv.net/english/opinion/John-Pilger-rtrhy-the-British-Said-No-to-
llrr rr rpe -20 I 606 25 -0022.hffr,l

u finry Younge, "After this vote the UK is diminished, our politics poisoned,"
titanlian,24 June 201,6, at
h ttpr : / /www,theguatdian.com/commentisfte e / 201 6 / jun / 24/eu-vote-uk-
tllmlninhed-politics-poisoned-racism

l0 lrn,lnck, "In this Brexit vote, the poor turned on an elite who igrlored them;t'
( i ttatrliu n, 25 June 2016, at
httlu://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/i:urr,/25/brexit-vote-poor-clite
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class Maflcbester and Salford Aduerliyr accused ttre Guardian of being "the foul

prostitute and difty parasite of the worst portion of the mill-ownets."11

Ian Jack counts the cost of globaLzaiot in the dectepitude of Britain's

-rrrlfactrdng districts, whose I'settlements strung along smoky valleYs and

perched o, tf,. oily river,s edge ... began to look as abandoned as gold rush

ie11,,11st'-an image that foreshadowed 1 e "American c rrlagett of "rusted out

factories scattered like tombstones acfoss the landscape of our nationtt in

Donald Trump's inauguration speech.12 Jack mourns not only the "spinning,

weaving, stitching, hammering, banging, welding and smelting that went on in

the milufacturing towns" but the loss of "much of the country's former

chafactertt that tLas also owed fe *1srn-n6n-confotmist chapels, brass

bands, giant vegetable championships, self-imPfovement, association football."

John iiarris islnother whose laments for the wodd we have lost bting to

Lind Disr".li's Slbil or Tbe Tyto Nations, a classic novel of Victorian social

conscience published in the same ye r as Friedrich Engels ethnogtaphed

Manchester 
-in 

The Condition of tbe lnorking Cks in England in 1844. Then the

concefn was the evils wrought by the monstet abhorr'd of industrialization,

now it is the evils wrought by its long zgorized withdtawal, but the locations

and dtamatis pefsonae have remained much the same. Hartis is Pethaps best

known for his writings on that most Mancunian of musical genres, Britpop.

"ttr(/'e were in Collyhurst, the hard-pressed neighbourhood on the_ nofthern

edge of Manchestei ciry centre last Vednesday, and I had yet to find a remain

vJter," he relates. "Thi woman I was talking to spoke of the lack of a local

park, or playground, and her sense that all the good stuff went to the

i"g.rr".r,i w-ondedand of big city Manchester, 10 minutes down the road.

OIly an hour eatlier, I had been in Manchester at z gndwate recruitment fait,

whete nine out of 10 of out interviewees v/efe supporting remain, and some

voices spoke about leave voters with a cold superioritl .:. Not fot the first

time, the atfnosphere around the teferendum had the sulphutous whiff not

just of inequality, but a kind of misshapen class war'"13

Trumpery
trumpery ... n. (pl.-ies) 1 a. worthless finery. b. a wotthless ardlcle' 2' ntbbishl aS' 1

,t,o.oy Uot *o.i1,1.., (tranpery jewelt) 2 delusive, shallow (tnnperl atgttnents). fMiddte

English ftom Old Frcnch tvnperie,frcm ttnper'deceivel

-Tbc 
Concise Oxford Dictionary

tt Mancbester and Saford Adwrtinr, 27 May 1836, as quoted in ly/ikiPedia zricle "Tbe

G nardi an," at httPs: / /en.wikipedia.otg,/wiki/The-Gurtdien

U
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ftWill the 'Brexit' mark the end of the age of globalizaiot?" asked Don Lee in
the lzr Angeh Tines, explaintng that this "backlash stems ftom a growing
reelization that the biggest winners of globalization have been international
eorporations, wealthy families, skilled and educated wotkers and those with
erEy access to caPital. Older, working-class families in many Western nations

htvc instead struggled with stagnant wages, iob losses and staggerirrg debt'"14

Mlehacl Moore u/as one of the few commentators who ignored the

Gognosceflti and saw Brexit as the writing on the wall for America too'
ttTrumpts election," he warned two weeks befote the US vote (and at a point
where the New York Tines was still giving Hillary Clinton a 92o/o chtnce of
vlekrry), "is going to be the biggest'fuck you' ever recorded in human history,"

beeause "voting fot him is a giant message that disaffected Americans will be

hrppy to send to media and political elites who they see as not caring about

thcm," Ttump's promise to impose a 35oh tziff ofl cars made in Mexico to

Pfntcct Ametican iobs, Moote added, was "music to the ears of people in
Mlehigan and Ohio and Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, tbe'Brexit $ates.n'ls

It wns a prescient patallel. Just as mass desertions by u/hite working-class

voters in the Labout Parry's traditional heatdands in the midlands and north of
l{nglnnd may have tipped the balance in favot of Brexit, it was believed to be

the tlcfcction ot abstentions of white working-class Democrat votets in exacdy

therc rust-belt states, long thought of as bricks in an impregnable blue frewall,
thrt gnve Trump his majority in the electoral college despite being almost three

mllllon addft of Clinton in the popular vote-a record deflcit for a winning

Preildent. That victory in turn appeared to vindicate Moore and othets'

rencling of Btexit as a virtuous class struggle. Glenn Gteenwald acknowledges

thnt t'revolts against corruPt elite institutions can ... create a sPace for the

ugllcnt tribat impulses: xenoPhobia, authoritarianism, tacism, fascism," but

dltectn his sharpest 
^nger ^t the ttunreflective rage, condescension, and

GoRtcmPt torilard those who voted wrongtt of the ttpolitical, economic, and

medln clites," who "demonize those with little Pov/er, wealth, ot possibiJity as

rruplcl and racist." "Economic suffering and xenophobia/racism ^te 
ltlt

frulttally excluiue," he goes on; ttthe fotmer fuels the lattet, as sustained

€eonomic misery makes people more tecePtive to tribalistic scapegoating."l6

l( l)rrn l.ce, "ri(ill the'Btexit'mark the end of the age of globalization?u L.osAngelet
'l'lnl,i,,24 June 2016, athtq:/ /www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-btexit-globalization-
fu tu re- 20 1 60624-snap-story.htrnl

li Mntthcw Sheffreld, "Michael Moore: People will vote for Donald Trump as a giant

'Fr+k you' - and he'll win," Sahn,26 October 2016, zt
vote-for-donald-
5 Reasons rW'hy

lr Glenn Grecnwald, "Btexit is only the latest ptoof of the insularity and failure of
w€ttctn cstablishment institutions," Tbe Intercapt,25 Jtne 2076, tt
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The racism, Islamophobia, and xenophobia sutrounding the Leave camPaign,

vre are to infer, are secondary phenomena. Forget Nigel Farage standing in

front of a billboard showing an efldless line of refugees with the caPtion:

"BREAKING POINT: The EU has failed us all. !tre must break free of the

EU and take back control of our borders."17 It's the economy, stuPid.

I have shown elsewherels that this sentimental story of everyday folk giving

the finget to their distant betters beloogs squarely in the realm of altemative

facts. The Leave campaign and Donald Trump both owe their victodes not to

a gfoundsu/ell of popular dissent, but to wifinef-take-all electoral systems that

rewatded them with political clout out of all ptoportion to their numerical

support: in Britain a single-questioo, one-off referendum, in the US an

electoral college that was not bound by the popular vote. UKIP, the only

political pafty on the British mainland to have had Brexit as its policy before

the referindum, had just one MP in the UK's 650-member padiament at the

time. In the United States eleven million mofe people voted against Trump

than voted for him and 29.9oh of eligible voters did not vote at all. The

election "was effectively decided by 107,000 PeoPlerr in three states,

Pennsylvania, Michigan, and lrisconsin.1e The 52-48 margln by which Britain

voted to leave the EU was likewise dwatfed by the no-shows (turnout was

65oh of the voting-age population and 72o/o of eligible voters). Just 27%o of the

UK poputation actually voted for Brexit, a slighdy higher figute than the

19.5% of the US population that elected Trump-which hatdly amounts to a

revolt of t]le ,.r"rri.. When the people were given the opportunity to say trfuck

you" to libetal elites, overwhelming nqioitiu dtd oot do so.

Deindustdaliz aion may have been ^ 
factot affecing voting in some Places,

but thete was no overall correlation between social class and voting Pattefns in

either the UK referendum or the US election. Thete are clear associations, on

the other hand, between voting Patterns and kinds of community (urban,

suburban, rural) and (especially) their levels of ethnic diversity, and the age,

educational qualifications , rzce, and. social attitudes of individual votefs. For all

https://tleintercept.com/2076/06/25 /bteit-is-only-theJatest-proof-of-the-
insularity-and-failure-of-we stem-establishment-institutions /

17 Heather Stewart and Rowena Mason, "Nigel Farage's anti-migrant postet reported to

police," Grurdian, 16 June 2016, *
https://www.theguardian.com /Po\ics/2O16/i:ur:,{16/rttgcl-farage-defends-ukip-
breaking-point-Po ster-queue-of-migrants

18 Derek Sayer, "\v[f16 f,161-Srexit, Trump, and Post-FachralPo\ics," Jownal oJ

Histolical Sotiotog, vol. 30, rlo. 1,2077,92-106 (tcxt availrblc onlinc at

http:/ /onlinelibrary.wiley.com / doi / 10.l1ll /ioho.1 21 53lfull)'
rs Tim Meko, Denise Lu end,Laz*o Gamio, ItHov Tnrmp von thc presidency with

r*or-thh maryqns in swing otates,rr 2106, zt

https://www.washingtonpoet'com/ n/swing-state-

margna/

IREr{1firsI,c(C't\\

the hendwringing over "those left behind by globalization" the British Election
Enudy, which asked around 24,000 people theit voting intentions in the
tcfercndum, found that support fot public whipping of sex offenders and
!€tloladon of the death penalty were much stronger predictots of leave voting
6rn elega or income.2o If there is such a thing as a typical Btexit votet-and of
€6utac thcrc is not-he (ot she: unlike in the US, there wete no significant
dlfEercnccs in voting patterns between meo and women) was not driven by
fnythlng approaching Byron's "absolute want.rr He may be a one-time miner
€r rteelwofker t'iust managing" on benefits on a council estate in Bolsover,
Hrrtlepool, or Blaunau Gwent. He may equally be a retired bank managet
Uvlng on a decent pension in a seaside bungalow whose motgage is long paid
eFf ln Clecton or We)"rnouth or Herne Bay. But the statistical odds are he will
bo vhite, British, over 50, left school at 15, ar.d, doesn't like blacks, queeis,

kndon, women in hijabs, and hearing foreign languages on his High Street.

Eueh rrc our latter-day Luddites.

Flnd lt not been for Trump's victory in the United States, the UK teferendum
mlght have remained a historical footrote of purely local interest. Bdtain
Wculcl hrve slipped into a genteel fascist povetty, completing her long post-
lmpsrlel dccline, and Europe would have gotten along fine without her.

lnrterd, Brexit mutated into a firll-blown Barthesian myth-a fulsome, self-
rufflelent sign that "abolishes the complexity of human acts, it gives them the
llmpllcity of essences, it does away with all dialectics, with any going back
beyond what is immediately visible, it otganizes a wodd which is without
€ttflfredictions because it is a wotld without depth, a wodd wide open and
w*llrrwirrg in the evident, it establishes a blissful clanty: tbings a?Pear to ,zean

$Hrlblql llt tbemselues."2l Thetesa May answered all questions as to what,
EIBetly, the British people voted fot on 23 June 2016 with repetitions of the
t€a€ne mantra "Brexit means Brexit." Pushed for clarification, she said it
gttulel bc a ted, white, and blue Brexit. Everybody invoked Btexit as a good-
luck ehcrm for theit orilm xeflotopias, ftom Donald Trump to Geert Wildets to
Vlltto: ()rban to Marine Le Pen. The myth became a tnrth self-evideng
ptovlding a new moral compass for navigating a future in which all the old
hndmrtkn have been swept a\ilay.

1i Alex lJurton, "The link between Brexit and the death penalty," BBC website, 17July
30 I O, ir t h ttp: / /www.bbc.com/news/m agzne-36803544.

!l futlrn.l Btthes, Mltbologies, trans. Anneffe Lavers, New York: Farar, Straus, Giroux,
l9ul, p, 143.
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The Fascist Longings in Our Midst22

So then young Rossum said to himself: A human being. That's something that feels joy,

plays the violil, wants to go for a walk, and in genetal requires a lot of things which-
which are, in effect, suPerfluous.

-Karel 
Capek, RU.&

Corrtary
iobs in B
robotics.
been lost

d for all."2s This is Mar,r 101 (though

"Capital is dead labout, tlat, vamPire-

sucks,,, explains c4pital.26 
and lives the more' the more labour it

referendum exit poll of 12,369 votets, which is the largest sample v,re Possess'

87o/o of Leave voters saw multiculturalism and 80%o saw immigtation as "a

22 Rey Chow, "The Fascist Longings in Our Midst," 7 riel,Yol' 26, No' l, 1995'

za Woffigang khmacher, "Don't Blame China Fot Taking U'S' Jobs," F1ilune' 
-8 .

No.,JoUir 2O16,athttpt/ /forttte.comf20l6/11/08/chtna-automation-lobs/
2a Fcderica Cocco, "Most US manufactudng iobe loet to technology, not Eade,"

Financial Tinu,2 Dccembcr 2016, tt httpe://www.ft.com/contcnt/dec677c0-b7e6-
- 1 1e6-ba85-95d1533d9e62
2t Crpck, &U.R, p.49.
m K.rl Mur, capitzl, volumc 1 , in K, Mrnr rnd F, Engelr, colheted lvork:, vol. 35, New

Yorkr Intctnrtiond Publlrhcn, 1996, p' 239,

)o ))
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fgtee f<rt evil," while only 57oh thought rhe same of capitalism-the same

FCfceotage, as it happens, as of temain voters.27 Nativist opponents of
globclization should not be confused with economic victims of gltbatization.
There ate culture wars-even race v.ars-dressed up as class struggles. what
l: bcing defended are not disappearing jobs but nostalgic visions of
Eomnrunity, rooted in blood and soil and kith and kin. Since ril/e are talking of
the Grcat Powers of the last two centuries, who successively took up Rudyard
Klpllng's "white man's burden" of civiJizing "new-caught sullen peoples / H^lf
devll cnd half child,"28 this nativism is bound up with dreams of national
erccptionalism an,d tacial supremacy. The nostalgia is for at imperial past,
whlch ir why in both Britain and the United States tace remains so salient an
$.h .f identity and difference. The wotking classes supped at the imperial
Hble trxi, even if all they got rras the crumbs and leftoveis- CanT On Up tbe

fu.fur anrl It Ain't Half Hot Mum, the British Empfue Exhibition at Wemtten
rnd thc chance to shit in whites only bathtooms and sit at the ftont of the
Montgomcry bus.

It l: the migrant, the refugee, and the Muslim that have become the poor lone

lxfrot,tihlo mlflrterc abhon'd of our time, the nameless figures of terroi against
Whonr we must citcle our wagons and strengthen oo. *^[s. It is salutarlihow
qulckly l{elena's sympathy for the robots tutns to disgust once she learns they
eie nul rrjust like met'-once, that is to say, they have been convincingly
Othe rcd, cast outside the pale of the League of Humanity. "Oh, stop! At least
tclld thcm out of the room!" she begs.2e RU.R is a more petinent text for
trttf lintcs tha,n Frankentein, because of its gasp of this dialectic of
lGterttlrlance and altedry atftaction and repulsion, fascination and fear. $7e can
acnd lh,n out of the toom but the suspicion of their humanity can never be
€*nrelred, It eternally returns to haunt us, pricking the collective 66nsgisn66-
itt the image of a three-year-old Syrian boy in blue shorts and red top lying
flee down, drowned, on a Greek beach, for instance, or in the blank-,
unconrprehending face of a black man who cannot believe he lost all his
Engrrr tt', frostbite whjle trying to walk from North Dakota to Manitoba. The
mrire wc can't get them out of our heads, the more we wish they would justga
dl6l, Make it $op! Do I hear murmudngs of a Final Solution? We have been
hele bcf,rte, and it wasn't in 1816.

l, lrrrtl Anhcroft, "How the United Kingdom voted on Thwsday... rndwhy," I_.ord
Ailtmll Polh,24 Jane 2016, zlthttp://lotdashcroftpolts.con/2016/06/how-the-
unit etl- k ingdom-voted-and-why/.

t Rutlynrtl Kipling "The $7hite Man's Burden," at
h ttp r / / www.kiplingsociety.co.uk/poems_burden.htrn

f Crlrek, ll.U.k,p.44.
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Citizens of the world

If you believe you'te a citizen of the wotld, you'te a citizen of nowhere'

-T'heresa 
May, Speech to Consewative Party Confetence' 18 August 2016

th Karel iapek. He regarded

predecessor, the nineteenth-

of Pragle Tales) as a "national

"To us," iapek wrote in a bdef aticle

inthelibetalnewspaPerL)douinouinlon8JulyTg34,"therealNerudawasa
man who seeks and-finds his home; he finds it in among the tuild thyme,

where he collects cool ribwott and strawberry leaves fot a buming pain; under

the tiled roofs of his ancestfal home; in his mother's wofk-wotn and solicitous

palms; and finally, as at agSng r"d 
"qg..Tin, 

in celebtation of the nation to

irri.t t. gives himself opi' ior thoogh "this seatch for home is the leitmotif

of Nerudis ffe and -ort" at the same time he had "the strong longing of a

world-citizenforthegte^t^ldentireworld...Thisisn'tatourisgbutahuman
exPeriences the world "' He returns

is Neruda's local patriotism, which is

citizenship." iapek commends Neruda

s of a Young nation: neithet to sit bY

local horizons' nor to timidlY znd

ploddinglyimitateathomewhatwehaveseensomewhereelse,buttofeeland
ini"f. no.". through seeing and knowing the wodd'"3o

iapek practiced what he preached. His comments on the nineteenth-century

cz..h ,rti.t Mikoldi AIe5, beloved illustfatof of the czech Mother Goote, apply

**, to his own writing: "Father AleS has 
-everything 

all together in one litde

b.r.dl, national idyfl aninational epic, the beet]e in the gtass and the- knights

incombat,natureandhistor|,chil&enandkiags'animalsandelements'
pfesefit ani prehistory; for all this echoes together when we say and feel the

iord home ... To tl,,, the Hussite con mander was as much a piece-o,f home

as the boy whittling a penny-whistle, as a butterfly, as the sea"nns of the yeat'

^, 
tt'r. tippting of I fi.ld."t' Capek's work drips with that indefinable quality

czechs in li*^t (which ransiates as czechness, but that tells us nothing).

But this eminently patriotic rfi^fr, 
^ 

close friend of czechoslovakia's founder

and first presideni Tom65 Masaryk, was also the travel books

Italian l-.etters (1923), Englisb L,euert (1924), A Jo 930)' and Pictaret

(1932), as-w.ll as the editor of Poetry (1920)' at't

f Ftench poets from Baudelaire to Soupault in-.his own Czech

In a nice exemplification of Jan Neruda's dictum that one

discovers home only through exploring the wodd, Milan Kundera believes

30 "Nirodni svEtoobdan," in Katel Capek, Jplgr, vol' XIX, O umdni a kultuie III'
Prague: Ceskoslovenskf spisovatel, 1986, pp' 582-3'

3r Katel Capek, "Stalf mistt," in Spisl,vol, XIX, pp. 363-4'

It
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thet modern Czech poetry starts with Apollinaire's "Zoie," which iapek first
trenslated in the proletkult rrrag zine Cenen rn 1919. ITithout this translation,
Kundera argues, the interrar blossoming of Czech modernist poetry-
lncluding such works as Jiff Woker's "The Holy Litde Hill" (Svati Kopeiek,
l92l), Konstantin Biebl's "The New Icarus" (1929), and VitEzslav Nezval's
I'The Wondetful Musician" (1922) and "Edison" (1928)-would have been
Iinconceivable." "Ptobably in no other Iiterature,rt he wtites, t'was the stimulus
of Apollinaite's 'Zone'as splendidly and creatively developed as in ours."32

In a note to the second edition of Modern French Poetry written in 1936 iapek
enplained that he made most of the translations in 1916, "thus in the middle of
the war fWodd W* !t and they came into being really under the pressure of
thc wat, as a l-iterary act of solidariry and spiritual alliance with the nation that
wni then bleeding before Verdun for the cause which was also the cause of
ouf hcart and of our faith."33 Two years later Neville Chamberlain and
t{douard Daladier sat down with Benito Mussolini and Adolf Hider in Munich
lntl agreed to sacrifice Czechoslovakia on the z\tat of Ein Volk, ein Reicb, ein

l':llhnr. Ferdinand Peroutka, editor of the teview Pfrtounost (fhe Present, 1924-
ItJ), later described how "Karel iapek sat among us and monotonously
repeuted: 'How is it possible, that tteaties are not kept; it is the end of
ltllttrrc,tlf3+ A btoken man, iapek gave up the ghost on Christrnas Day 7938,
ngetl iust 48. "If you like," v/rote the foumalist Milena Jesensk6, "you believe
thet he died of bronchitis and pneumoni2.'r35

( )rt 15 March 1.939 Getmany occupied Bohemia and Motavia (Slovakia

becnn're a puppet state under Fathet Jozef Tiso). The Gestapo arested
Peroutka within days and he spent the war in Buchenwald. Jesensk6 then ran
l'llhnno$ until she herself was arrested in November 1939. She died in the
wuincn's concenftation camp at Ravensbriick 1il 1944, Her remarkable anicles
htt |tflhnnoil in 1938-9 are classics in the litetature of tesistance. "The Czech

Motrtt' cclcbrates the "ttifles" that "become big symbols ... Czech song and the
flgeclt book. Czech hospitality. The Czech language and old Czech customs.
E:ech laster eggs, litde Czech gardens and clumps of Czech roses." "Ald
tln(c lt ilr woman, who wields in her hand the trifles," Jesensk6 adds, "she
felgtrr nlno over the big syrnbols."36 But when complimented by a right-winger
*lrh tlrc words "Let your opinions be what they rnay, I see that above all, you

E Milcrr Krrndera, in Guillaume Apolltnute,Alkoho! {uota,Prague: Ceskoslovenskf
rplrrvfltcl, 1969, p.9.

ii ltrrel (.r]tek, Francorqskd pouie ajini Pfekkb, Prague: KLHU , 1957 , p. 194.
{ Ferdlnnnd Pcroutka, "Osud Kada Capka," inhis Bdene pokraloaat,Totonto: Sixty-

Elght Prrblinhers, 1984, pp. 39-40.

{ rFrnlednl dny Karla Capka," in MilenaJesensk6, Zwnfi a qeunitf,Pragae:
Nrhlrdstelntvl Ftanze Kafky, 1996, p. 28.

{ f,tletra f crcnsk6, "Cesk6 maminka," Pfitomro$,Vol. 16, No. 16 (1939), pp.238-9.

)e
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peroutka's description of Karel Capek's last days was written in America on

Boxing Day 7953.

The Gestapo also arrested iapek's brotherJosef, the scenogtapher for RU.R
and inventlr of the word mboi, orr l September 7939, He had gotten undet the

Nazis' skin with three sedes of cariiatures titled "Modem Times," "The

Dictatorts Boots," and much-

quoted line in George futwe,

imagine a boot stamP surteal
ttBo-otst' sedes telated kboots

tramping the wodd underfoot. Aftet rst to

Bocheniatd, then to Sachsenhausen, died,

probably of typhus, probably in April
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Abatract: Literature on Bangladesh child marriage is mosdy associated with
dominant development discoutse that identifies the ptactice as a social malice,
rnrl focuses primarily on its causes and consequences. Attention also is given
to its medical, educational, legal and human dght dimensions. Within the
ellicourse certain assumptions are taken as givens. Litde has been published
thot attempt to analyze the discourse critically. This article is an attempt to
crldcally engage with dominant narratives as regards child mariage especially
hy taking the perspectives of the child grooms and theit social agency into
6ecount. By highlighting how legacy of colonial consffuctions still continue to
rhrpc developmentalist undetstanding about martiage and other social
lnrtitutions in Bangladesh, and by drawing on work of critical theorists, here

we tcke rn elfon to deconstruct the populat ways in which child mariage is
vlewcd. By ethnogaphically examining social relations and considetations that
lnl'rrrnr eatly marriage decisions of boy grooms in paticular, wehighlight the
linrltnions of 'right' based perspective that underpin most of the contemporary
rlevekrpment thinking and practice. We contemplate here to show that a

perx)n may exercise his/ het agency in ways that are flot uniform and
€.,ntlngcnt to social relations and cultural ethos.
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