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this supernaturalist abortion of society, a resumption by the people for the

people of its own social life. It [is] not a Revolution to transfer it from one
frction of the ruling classes to another, but a Revolution to break down this
horrid machinery of class domination itself. (tszt: 150-1)

This revolution too has deep roots and long raditions, in all that state

formation has organized itself, and sought to organize us, against.

There is more to do than look back in anger. Imagine.

Postscript

'!7hether, 
as Mark Kishlansky informed readers of The Times Higher

Ed.ucation Supplement, The Great Arcb uses as its principal source
'textbooks, preferably written by Marxists', and treats as its 'predom-
inant authority . .. on all subjects from the Middle Ages to the 18th
century' Christopher Hill, is a question we think we can safely leave
to readers to decide.r Elsewhere this book has met with the 'serious,
reasoned response'called for by G. E. Aylmer in his Foreword. It has
been widely and for the most part favourably reviewed across a range
of disciplines. Our argument that state formation is cultural revoludon
has been taken up and fruitfully extended by others, often working in
areas far removed from English history. Obviously this is gratifying.
At the same time, those who were m6st generous in their praises for
what we were seeking to do were seldom slow to point to
shortcomings in its execution. For such criticism - serious, and
reasoned - we are as grateful. lU[e shall try here to respond to some of
these concerns. \flhile there is nothing in this book we would
disavow, there is much we would now nuance, elaborate or clarify.

Parts of our narrative are weaker than others, or in some cases call
for a major rethinking in the light of work published after The Great
Arcb was written. Ve would not, for instance, today blithely assert
that'most authorities would agree' that it was the Norman Conquest
which did the most to create England's strong and centralized
medieval governance. The labours of James Campbell and Patrick
Vormald on the heritage of the later Anglo-Saxon state (and its own
Carolingian models) deserve better.2 Probably too we did not pay
sufficient attention to revisionist historiographies of the seventeenth
century, although they did not go entirely unmentioned. Their great
value lies in their empirical detail, which has the power to undermine
the grand a of the story has far too
often been wever, there is little we
would alter end towards the either/
or. lVe continue to bclieve both thrt Englrnd's was in important wrys
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as citizens of what Benedict Anderson calls the 'imagined community'

PosrscRIPT 2ll

the classic ground of capitalism to its marital
over the nature and timing of the relation.
'Malthusian marriage system' explicitly to E
arities in state formation, relating the 'Englis
he wrote in 1978 to effective kingship and Common Law. It was

formations of state which sustained (and enforced) an ethos of
calculation, detaching 'the individual' as a subject from wider bonds,
whetler familial or fiudal. As might perhaps be expected, we would

norms of responsibility in sexual and marital matters. It was

instrumentalitiEs of state, like the Poor Law, which empowered them
to do so.6 Such work also - if this be still needed - vindicates our stress

on the intrinsically gendered character and implications of state

formation. \(e would now seek to go further down this road. Recent
studies like Susan Dwyer Amussen's An Ordered Society show, in
much more detail than we attemPted, how taking the gender of
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history', or even offering a cawsal analysis of English state formation,
as such. Our objective was rather to reorient thinking on what state

formation is.
upon England, as distinct from

omewhat ironic in this connection.
nation state as an unProblematic

s written, as many historians and

community. tilfie drew attention to the
Pocock and Bailyn, both of whom we
'British history'. Others since, fromJ. C
have also criticized the usual naming o

from abroad and export of English models of civility, which began

within the 'British' Isles. Ireland, Scotland and lVales were certainly
never merely objects of English Y
certainly were dominated by England y
marked what Britain became. That th h
state formation can register as odd is itself tesdmony to the cultural
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Lebenswelt, the world in which we live and which itself lives in us;
and in England its normalization has a very long history.

The power with which we were concerned in this book was the
power, materialized in the routines and sanctified in the rituals of
state, to determine the terms on which any of these quotidian things
are done. This is far more than ideology.- It is a highly materialistic
organization of the most fundamental times - the working week, the
school year, the ages of majority and consent - and spaces - home,
work, public, private, and nadonal - of social existence. Vhich is-to
say of individual subjectivities: male and female, adult and child,
citizen and alien, master and servant. Claude Denis captures the
essence of the matter when in a discussion of this book he concludes
that a state 'is not in or above society, a state is a society' - an
orgatization of social identities, at once totalizing and individualizing.e

It is from this standpoint that we approach a final set of criticisms.
These go to the heart of what we were trying to do. According to
'Walter Arnstein, we are overly given to proclaiming 'truisms of
English constitutional history with a breathless air of discovery'. And
in endorsing these, says Geoff Eley, we fall into an 'inflated
conception of continuities', a criticism echoed by Christopher Hill.10
In fact, our conception of England's state formation is very far from
(what is usually thought to be) a Vhiggish one. \(e recounted a series

of long waves of reaolution within which these continuities were
reconstructed, traditions invented or - and this is perhaps most
typically English - the old reordered to suit the needs of the new. Our
emphasis was on the flexibility of England's state forms, their capacity
to change mightily whilst appearing to stay the same; and this we
related to another truism of English constitutional history, the centre/
locality linkages which always anchored 'the state' in the political
nation even as that nation changed. Our quotation from Blackstone
on Coke (p.79) can stand for much here. That during the 1530s an

unprecedented centralization of jurisdiction could be accomplished
through a parliamentary statute 'for recontinuing certain liberties and
franchises heretofore taken from the Crown' (p. 48), or that the two
decades which produced fundamental and lasting changes in state
forms as revolutionary as any in English history should be capped off
by a 'Restoration', says much about English political culture. To be
sure, English continuities are more often of form and symbol than of
substance. But symbol and form, we sought to show, are themselves
critical media of power. From this point of view the English polity
might well occasion breathlessness.

If state power hinges in large part on regulation of social identities,
then the fact that the English state was organized on the basis of little
changed internsl end external boundariec and governed through a set
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Victorians were not - into watertight periods and subject-areas, could
benefit equally from their predecessors' attention to the linkages
between governance and culture (or what once used to be called
national character), and their focus upon the longwe durde. The
nineteenth century is not severed from the eighteenth, or from the
eleventh, by the chasms which historianly periodization customarily
imposes upon the flow of time in which societies have their being;
nor, as we hope this book has amply demonstrated, can the histories
of senses of society and self, and of the instrumentalities of state
through which these are ordered, be written independently of one
another. In short, we think it is high time Stubbs and Maitland were
'discovered'. There is much to be said for membership in Arthur
Koestler's Society for the Flogging of Dead Horses.

One sign that we may not be alone in this heretical belief can be
found in James Campbell's 1989 Stenton Lecture, devoted to the
thankless task of rehabilitating \Tilliam Stubbs.13 Campbell begins by
tracing the extrusion, in England, of medieval history from academic
journals and syllabi, commencing with 'a revolution in government
which took place in 1958 in the historical journal published at
Cambridge, which then ceased to accept articles on medieval history'.
Thus does history recapitulate the divides of traditional and modern
which have obscured understanding of both within the social sciences,
disciplines founded in this imagined gulf between pasts and presents.
He concedes that Stubbs had his faults, among them 'teleology': 'he
fell into the same trap into which Aristotle, Augustine, Gibbon and
Marx fell: no doubt about it'. He writes incisively and wittily on why
Stubbs'sets alarm bells ringing' - unprofessionalism, speculativeness,
familiarity (his concepts 'seem no less rebarbative than stale'), and
above all 'a morbid fear of anachronism'- all criticisms some have
Ievelled at The Great Arch. Campbell laments the circumstance that
today most English historians appear content to abandon 'the largest
issues and the most arresting questions' of comparative history 'to
foreigners and to sociologists'. For quite simpll, 'the nature and
origins of the English state, the mysteries of its long continuity and
power, are truly interesting, and not simply for us alone, for that state
and those institutions have not been without their influence on the
world at large'. That is why we wrote this book. Our answers may be
improved upon. But we think we baoe been asking pertinent
questions, old as they might very well be - as old, one could say, as

the Norman yoke; and these are questions which have more than a
little bearing on the present state of the nation, not to mention the
three corners of the world over which, at one time or another, the
grcat arch has cast its long shadow.

This present, rs Profeosor Kishlansky so perspicaciously noticed,
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the events of 1989 in 'Eastern Europe'. It was inconceivable that
millions of ordinary people would find the resources around and
within them to bring down, in the case of Czechoslovakia in a blood-
less ten days, states whose power looked unassailable. But the power
of the state, seemingly so total, can often be fragile as gossamer. It
must be, because it rests on a lie: it is Philip Abrams' collective
misrepresentation, and is daily experienced as untrue by those whom
it individually misrepresents. There is a warning for'the'West' here
too. Perhaps, since 1989 has shown - not for the first, nor yet for the
last time - the power of the powerless, the resources we spoke of, in
all that state formation has organized itself, and sought to organize us,
against, might be easier to conceive than they were in 1985. Perhaps,
too, our insistence on the need to seek emancipatory forms which
express rather than suppress the differences denied and fragmented in
the totalizing languages of state - what Tom Nairn,inTbe Enchanted
Gkss, derided as our 'socialist redemptionism' - might be seen as

having some, shall we say, empirical evidence in its support. This is
not to underestimate the 'great difficulty' to which G. E. Aylmer
alluded in his Foreword, by way of his apt quotation from James
Madison. But we would still end this book where we did in 1985:
imagine.
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